
Instructor Information
Name: Mr. Jack Sinopoli Email: jsinopoli@effingham.k12.ga.us
Room: 601 School Phone: (912) 754-5611

Course Description

Introduction to Digital Technology is the foundational course for Web & Digital Communications,
Programming, Advanced Programming, Information Support & Services, and Network Systems pathways.
This course is designed for high school students to understand, communicate, and adapt to a digital world
as it impacts their personal life, society, and the business world. Exposure to foundational knowledge in
hardware, software, programming, web design, IT support, and networks are all taught in a computer lab
with hands-on activities and project-focused tasks. Students will not only understand the concepts, but
apply their knowledge to situations and defend their actions/decisions/choices through the knowledge and
skills acquired in this course. Employability skills are integrated into activities, tasks, and projects
throughout the course standards to demonstrate the skills required by business and industry. Competencies
in the co-curricular student organization, Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), are integral
components of both the employability skills standards and content standards for this course. Various forms
of technologies will be highlighted to expose students to the emerging technologies impacting the digital
world. Professional communication skills and practices, problem-solving, ethical and legal issues, and the
impact of effective presentation skills are taught in this course as a foundational knowledge to prepare
students to be college and career ready. The knowledge and skills taught in this course build upon each
other to form a comprehensive introduction to the digital world.

*description provided by GADOE*

Standards

IT-IDT-1 Demonstrate employability skills required by business and industry.

IT-IDT-2

Explore, research, and present findings on positions and career paths in technology
and the impact of technology on chosen career areas.

IT-IDT-3 Demonstrate effective professional communication skills (oral, written, and digital)
and practices that enable positive customer relationships.

IT-IDT-4 Identify, describe, evaluate, select and use appropriate technology.

IT-IDT-5 Understand, communicate, and adapt to a digital world.

IT-IDT-6 Explore and explain the basic components of computer networks.



IT-IDT-7 Use computational thinking procedures to analyze and solve problems.

IT-IDT-8 Create and organize web pages through the use of a variety of web programming
design tools.

IT-IDT-9 Design, develop, test and implement programs using visual programming.

IT-IDT-10 Describe, analyze, develop and follow policies for managing ethical and legal issues in
the business world and in a technology-based society.

IT-IDT-11 Explore how related student organizations are integral parts of career and technology
education courses through leadership development, school and community service
projects, entrepreneurship development, and competitive events.

*All standards and elements are available at www.GeorgiaStandards.org.*

Grading Scale
Summative Assessments - 50%
Formative Assessments - 40%
Work Ethic – 10%

Basic notes on grading:
● Any assignment may be collected for a grade.
● All grades are all based on the percent system.
● If you do not do the work (or can prove that you completed the task), then you will earn the

grade of zero.
● All work must be labeled correctly at the time of submission.
● This is an LEOCT Class, 20% of your final grade will come from the LEOCT for this course.

Late Work is defined as any work completed and turned in after a designated due date.  ECCA will follow
the following procedures for late work:

● Students will have three days from the designated due date to turn in work.

● 1 day late = a deduction of 11 points off of the earned grade

● 2 days late = a deduction of 22 points off of the earned grade

● 3 days late = a deduction of 33 points off of the earned grade

● After 3 days = a grade of “0” in the grade book. No late work will be accepted after day three.

● No late work will be accepted the last week of the grading period for each nine weeks.

Students who are absent due to Activity Days (10 Day) must arrange the make-up assignments with Mr.

Sinopoli before the Activity Day per the ECBOE Student Handbook.  

It is the student’s responsibility to inquire about missing assignments, notes, and/or homework from a
classmate the first day back at school following the absence.



Mr. Sinopoli’s Rules & Expectations

Mainly, I want you to Work Hard & Be Nice.

This includes an expectation that you will be responsible for your actions, actively participate in
learning, be respectful to your teacher, classmates, and visitors, and make sure you help in
maintaining a safe environment for all.

You have the responsibility to NOT eat/bring food, drinks by the computers in the lab. If you do, it will be
confiscated and thrown directly into the trash, no discussion. THIS INCLUDES UNOPENED FOOD/DRINK
ITEMS.

● You may have a clear bottle of water but only if It has a lid. The bottle must be kept on the floor.

Academic Honesty Policy
I recognize that working with other classmates can help in understanding the material and problem
solving. However, there is a fine line between asking for help and having someone else do the work for
you.

This is acceptable:
● Discussing course material and assignments with other students
● Helping a classmate identify a problem by looking at it yourself and giving verbal suggestions

that help the student figure out the correct answer.
● Turning to the web or elsewhere for instruction beyond the course’s own, for references, and for

solutions to technical difficulties.
● Working with a tutor to help you with the course, provided the tutor does not do your work for

you.

This is not:
● Copying work from another student or online sources and presenting as your own.
● Giving another student your own work.
● Looking at another individual’s work during an exam/quiz.
● Using resources during a quiz beyond those explicitly allowed in the exam/quiz’s instructions.
● Failing to cite materials (media, program code, text, etc.) that are not your own

If a situation occurs in which you are not sure if your actions are reasonable, please check with your
instructor first. Students are expected to live by the following pledge, “It is my word of honor that I have
neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this assignment.”

The first offence will result in an immediate 0 and call home to a parent or guardian. Any additional
offence and there will result in an immediate 0 and an office referral.



Basic Supplies

Item Use
Ink Pens
Pencils & Erasers
Markers/Color Pencils/Crayon - Your Choice
Scissors
Glue & Tape
Stapler
Earbuds or headphones ● Classroom computers do NOT have external speakers.

● Earbuds/headphones must utilize an auto jack to plug into the

computers. Ex:
● Students will need earbuds/headphones  for:

● audio programming
● creation of computational artifacts
● creations of screencasts
● listening to tutorials
● white noise to block distractions (when allowed)

Depending on your note
taking method for your
learning style

● We will do a lot of assignments via G Suite but as for notes, if a
student would like to handwrite their notes in a notebook such as a
Composition Notebook they are more than welcome.

● Students may also take notes digitally via G Suite, Evernote, etc.
● we will discuss different methods of note taking for different

learning styles



Pledge & Agreement Form

Safety Pledge
● I pledge myself to follow all rules and regulations pertaining to the safety of myself and others.
● I will constantly watch for any unsafe acts, practices or conditions that will reduce the safety of myself or

others.
● I will report all unsafe acts, practices or conditions to my instructor immediately.
● I will do my job in a safe and orderly manner, so that I will not endanger the safety of myself or others.
● I will report all injuries, no matter how slight, to my instructor / director immediately.
● I will keep my work station / desk in a safe, clean, and orderly condition at all times.
● I will promote and respectfully solicit the cooperation of all pupils in a safety and good housekeeping
● I will bear in mind at all times that my job will be safe only as long as I make it safe.
● I will never lose sight of the fact that accidents don’t just happen; they are caused.

I will do these things with respect and a mutual understanding in all my relations with my fellow team members,
because only in this way can I feel sure that I am doing everything within my power to make my room and my school a
safer and better place in which to work.

Team Member / Student Agreement
The Web & Digital Design / Computer Science pathway(s) at Effingham Career Academy are designed to develop the
skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary for the individual to obtain and advance in his / her choice of related
occupations. As a condition for success in this course you must agree to the following:

1. To be regular in attendance at school.
2. To be in class on time, ready to “go to work”.
3. To come to class with pencil, paper, notebooks, and / or any other items required for you to be a successful

student.
4. To stay at your assigned seat or in the area to which you are assigned.
5. To abide by all rules specified in this publication as well as rules those in the ECBOE Parent / Student

handbook.
6. To be respectful to the instructor, visitors, and fellow teammates at all times.
7. To leave your workstation / desk cleaner than you found it.
8. Represent yourself, your teammates, your class, your school, and your school system honorably at all times.

Abide by all computer guidelines and rules set by the Effingham County Board of Education Technology
Department. Guidelines are located on your Parent / Student Handbook as well as on your workstation login
screen.

Medical Information
Please notify me if you have any medical conditions that I should be aware of (i.e. glasses, hearing problems,
diabetes, etc.) – please use the back of this sheet if needed.

Course Syllabus
I have read over, understand, and agree to all information in this packet.

Student’s Name / Date (print) Parent’s Name / Date (print)

Student’s Name (signature) Parent’s Name (signature)




